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Fire endangers

By DAVID CARRIGG

"AN. engine-room fire has
left the Hobart-based Ant-
arctic research ship Aurora
-Australis without power in
~ dangerous sea ice off the
“Antarctic coast.

" None of the 79 people on
was injured in the blaze,
which broke out early yesterday
morning while the ship was in
- deep water 185km off the coast.
" The extent of the damage is
not known,
' Australian Antarctic Division
director Rex Moncur said the
fire was extinguished by flood-
ing the engine room with an
. inert gas.
. The gas had to be cleared
fore crew wearing breathing
epparatus could enter and as-
. 8es6 the situation.
“  He said it could be some time
- before the extent of damage was
known.

" The 25 crew and 54 expedi-
tioners, most& from Hobart,
would wear thermal clothing
end stay below decks to keep
warm.

“There is always a risk of
becoming ice-bound in these
waters at this time of the year

nat at this stage we don't expect
_to launch a rescue mission from
: Hobart,” Mr Moncur said.
‘w The ship was in regular radio
icontact with the Antarctic Div-
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A file photo of the Aurora

ision’s Hobart office.

He expected the expedi-
tioners and crew to abandon the
pioneering winter voyage and
retwrn the ship to Hobart for
repairs in about a week.

The Antarctic Division, which
hires the ship from P&O Aust-
ralia, would not be hiring an-
other vessel for the expedition.

“It's a pretty speclalist vessel
50 you couldn't Eet the sort of
tesearch capability that this
ship has got readily available,”
Mr Moncur said.

“We hope the next voyage can
still proceed on schedule, which
is early September.”

The Aurora Australis is
owned bg P&O Australia and
charted by the Antarctic Div-

Australls in Antarctica.
igion for about $11 million a
year,

P&0O Australia managing

director Richerd Hein said yes--

terday the company was assess-
ing the situation and a number
of rescue options were being
considered.

It was too early to say
whether P&O would be liable
for the cost of the aborted
mission.

The vessel left Hobart last
Wednesday for a seven-week
voyage mainly to study a polyn-
ya, an area where savage winds
break up the sea ice and cause
heavy, salt-laden water to sink
to the bottom.

The ship was nearing the
polynya when the fire broke out.

obart’s ice ship
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Qceanographers believe a
closer study of the phenomenon
will lead to a better understand-
ing of climate change.

CSIRO Marine Research
oceanographer Steve Rintoul
said the dense bottom water,
created only in a few places in
Antarctica and to a lesser ex-
tent in the North Atlantic, was
critical to the chemistry and
biology of the world's oceans.
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“Please don’t be alarmed but we

S:

have an uncontrolled fire in the
engine room ...."

about 10 minutes later ...

“Please don't be alarmed but
we're lowering the lifeboats ...."
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Fire strands Antarctic ship in seaice

AN engine room fite has
disabled the [cebreaker Aus-
ora Australls In seq ice, deep
in Antarctic waters.

There were no
the ghip wax not In
after Tuesday night's fire,

and

Australiam Anterctic Div-
islon direetor Mr Rex
Moncur said. But Mr
Moncur zald be expectead it
would have to abendon its
pioneering mid-winter-voy-
8ge to the ecdge of the Ant.

THE CANBERRA TIMES

Thursday 23 July 1998
Antarctic

voyage
stopped

by fire

HOBART: An engine rcom
fire has disabled the Austra~
lian fcebreaker Aurora Austral-
is In sen lce, deep in Antarcile
waters.

Australian Antarctic Divi-
sion director Rex Moncur said
there were no injuries and the
ship was not in danger after
Tuesday night's fire.
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But Mr Moncur said he ox-
ted Aurora Australls would
va (0 abandon iis pioneering
mid-winter voyage 10 the edge
of the Anrarctic continent to
return to Hobart for repairs.
The fire had been extin-
guished and the enginas wore
off. leaving the ship in
sed lce abput 100 nautical
miles from the Antarctle const,
he said. The weather wag good.
Crew had [o wear breathing
apparatus to enter the engine
room and it was likely 1w be 24
hours before the damage could
be fully assessed.

arctic continent and return
to Hobari for repairs.

The cause of the fOre was

not known but the engines
have been turmed off, with
the ship 100 neutical miles
from the Antarctic coast.

The Aurara, with 54 expedi-
tioners and 25 crew, left Ho-
bart last Wednesday for a sev-
en-week voyage which was to
have focused on a polynya. an
area where savage winds break
up the sea fce and cause
beavy, salt-laden warter to sink
o the bottem.

Mr Moncur szid. the cause
of the fire was not yer known.
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énd voyage south

By Sandra Langdon

'ANTARCTIC research
vessel the Aurora Aus-
tralis- is expected to
abandon its winter voy-
‘age following a fire in its
“engine room on Tuesday
mght

“Australian Antarctic
Division director Rex
Moncur -said yesterdey
the fire was extinguished
and the vessel was in no
immediate danger.

However, it was
unclear how the fire
started and the extent of
the damage was still be-
ing assessed.

“They are going
thmugh the process of
all the things

that might have been
damaged end will then
ba~ meking a decision
“whethér to restart one of

. the engines and return to

asey
ANTARCTICA

Hobart on one engine,”
Mr Moncur said.

The vessel is in sea ice
about 1300 nautical
miles (2500 km) south of
Hobart and 100 nautical
mileg (185 km) from the
Antarctic coast.

Weather
were considered good
vesterday.

There were no injuries
among the ghip’s 5§54
expeditioners and 25
crew, who set out on the
voyage last Wednesday,

conditions’

However, if the vessel
is forced to return it will
be a setback for scien-
tistes who hoped to study
a newly discovered
source of dense, oxygen-
rich bottom water on
what was the Aurora
Australis’ first deep win-
ter voyage to the edge of
the Antarctic continent.

Bottom water is criti-
cal to the chemistry and
bioclogy of the world’s
oceans and is made only

in a few places in
Antarctica and the North
Atlantic.

“We are going to have
to replan our activities.
The likelihood is re-
search will be set back
12 months,” Mr Moncur
said.

The Aurora Australis
is ovned by P&0O Aust-
ralia and ‘chartered to
the Antarctie Division.
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Blaze-
on ice
vessel

By SARAH DENT,
environment reperter

A FUEL leak is being
blnmndfornﬁreint.he

room of Australia's
.A.n ¢ research veuse.l
Aurora Australis.

The d4m .ownedb
PAO Avsiraile s ek

sea fee about 2500km
south of Hobarl and
135km from the Antarctic
coast.

Engioeers, unable to
zagegs the full damage of
the fire, hopetor at
least one of the en
loday In thc Pe or
returning to Ho

They fenr they will have
to abandon their voyage
— tha firgt in mid.wnter
to study cltmate change.

Australlan Anptuarctic
Divicion directer Rex
Moncur said nong of the
ship's 54 sclentists and
students or 25 crew was

ured in the blaze,

e said westher cop-
ditions were good and Lhn
vessel was inno d

“Peopl¢ on the ship hm
to ga down 1o the engine
room with breat ap-
paratus qn $a it hag been
difficult to determine

the
exlent oft.h:ﬁ:e and the

dnmage t hag caused,
~all the “ship's sa:ety

fystems worked well

extinguish the fire.

“It's Hard to say what
the cyuse was but it was
probably a fuel leak.”
ninswyear-ald Aur-

Antarp
IL lell Hobart last Wed-
negday for m seven-weck
VOJ'&" Lo study palynya,
n uea where wmds
the sea ice and
cnuse eavy, salt-laden
water {0 sink Lo the ocean
foor. Scientists are hop.
I.nz to better understand
he phanomenon e$ part
or climete and global
warming studies.
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By DAVID CARRIGG

-THE Hobart-based Ant-
‘arctic research ship Aur-
ora Australis remains
crippled in ice floes
180km off Antarctica,
- A fire swept through the
“ship’s engine room early on
. Wednesday but none of the 79
. people onboard was injured.
© " One engine was destroyed
and the crew is desperately
trying to restore the remain-
. ing engine in a bid to avert a
costly salvage operation.
. i Voyage leader Ian Allison
“said yesterday the ship’s two
- generators were operating,
.and" heating and communi-
.cations had been restored. -
- Engineers had not fixed the
remaining engine and were
still wori.ing on replacing
burnt wiring.
o Mr- Allison said morale
-among the 25 crew and 54
‘expeditioners, mostly from

Hobart, was still high.

/AYAN

A file photo of Aurora Australis in Antarctle Ice.

He gaid the ocutside tem-
perature was -18°,

Australian Antarctic Div-
ision director Rex Moncur
said progress repairing the
engine was slow because
cable and wiring had been
burnt and lighting in the
engine room was limited.
" “One engine is burnt and
one is & write-off,” he said.

“If the engineers can get

MEDIA MONITORS

Antarctic ship to abandon mission

cqgine fire on Tucaday night, Auytralian Antarctic
Division director Rex Moncur said yesterday.

B HOBART

THE Australian icebreaker Aurora A.uaérulis will

ard battle t
repair ice ship

L ﬁ%

the burnt engine working,
the ehip could return to
Hobart within seven days.”

But the going would be
slow because the ship would
be unable to force its way

through ice. Mr Moncur said-

the ship's helicopter would
have to fly ahead and spot a
clear path for the ship.

“The ship is drifting at
about one to two knots and

under no pressure from the
ice, which ik duwiupening the
swell,” he said.

The Antarctic Division has
chertered the vessel from
P&0O Australia since 1990,

. paying sbout $10 million for

each six-month season,
Questions over who will

pay for the abandoned trip,

which cost more than $1

. million, and the possible cost

of chartering a vessel to sal-
vage the Aurora Australis

remain unanswered.

Mr Moncur said P&O Aust-
ralia was responsible for all
engineering on the ship but it
was too early to comment on
who would pay,

An  Antarctic Division
iﬁokasman gaid family of

ose onboard were not able
to speak directly with the
ship. However, updated infor-
mation was available on the
Antarctic Division’s webasite
at www.antdiv.gov.au or on
1800 030 744.
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have 10 abandon a pioneering mid-winter expedition heating for the first 24 hours.

and Jimp home through the

cagine.

The ship remained disabled in sea ico yesterday

aboyt 185

ntarctic sea ice on one
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The 34 adventurers and 25 crew were without

The Aurora Icft Hobart last week for a seven-wesk

voyage which wag to have focused on « polynya, an
area where savage winds break up the sea ice and

causs heavy, salt4aden water to sink to the bottom.

from the Antarctic continent, after.ap ,‘;Eju}g}y.z heve been linked to climate changes.

Fire brings
icebreaker
home early

THE icebreaker Aur-
ora Australs will have to
abandon a plonsering
mid-wintsr Antarctic ex-
pedition and lmp home
on one engine.

Austrayan  Anterctic
Divisfon director Rex
Monecur sald yesterday
that after au sugine room
fire on Tuesday night the
ship was still digabled in
aea lce about 100 nautical
miles from the Antarctic
continent.

The crew started two
auxiliary generators
overnight {9 provide the
ship with heating and
light, Mr Moneur said

The 1 expeditionars
and 35 crew wers without
heating for the first 24
hours.

During this periocd
cveryone wora heavy
clothes, but they wers niot
ip danger from the bitter
20ld beeause of the ship's
thermsl bulk, he sald

The Iire was in one of
the two main engines.

Mr Moncur hoped the
not  direetly gy
n
would be started soon,

But sl its piping and
cabling first needed to be
cheoked,

Cantsct bad besn made
with olber Antaretic na-
tHons In case help was
needed he =aid.

But be wes confldent
the Aurora. chartsted
{from P&O, could retwmn
to Hobart on one engine.

The Awors left Hobart
last Wednesday for s
seven-week voyege.



