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In this project we modeled the fox and rabbit populations in a wildlife
conservation preserve according to the system of differential equations:

dR

dt
= (0.01)pR − (0.0001)aRF ,

dF

dt
= −(0.01)qF + (0.0001)bRF ,

where p and q are the largest digits (with p < q) and a and b are the
smallest nonzero digits (with a < b) in my student ID number. Here t is
measured in months, and we say that January, 2007 is t = 0.

My student ID number is 00075213, and so my corresponding differen-
tial equation is:

dR

dt
= (0.05)R − (0.0001)RF ,

dF

dt
= −(0.07)F + (0.0002)RF .

We use Maple to graph the solution to this differential equation in the
RF , tR, and tF planes. We take as our initial values F (0) = 400 and
R(0) = 100.

The Maple code for creating these graphs, along with the graphs them-
selves, are attached. Judging from these graphs we estimate that:
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The period of oscillation for both the rabbits and the foxes is
approximately 115 months, or 9 years and 7 months.

The maximum value of the rabbit population is approximately 860
rabbits and first occurs after approximately 75 months, which would be

April, 2013.

The minimum value of the rabbit population is approximately 100
rabbits, and first occurs at the initial value, which would be January, 2007.

The maximum value of the fox population is approximately 1400 foxes,
and first occurs after approximately 83 months, which would be

December, 2013.

The minimum value of the fox population is approximately 100 foxes,
and first occurs after approximately 40 months, which would be May,

2010.

We see that the fox population tends to lag behind the rabbit popu-
lation, having its maximas and minimas a bit after the respecitve rabbit
maximas and minimas. This is to be expected, as the foxes feed on the
rabbits. On the other hand, the fox population tends to have greater max-
imums than the rabbit population, which probably wouldn’t happen in
real life.
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