




Examples

1. Find the slope of the line connecting the points (2, 3) and (−1,−2).

2. Find the slope of the line connecting the points (−1, 2) and (2, 1).

Now we note the following facts about the slope:

• A line with positive slope (m > 0) rises from left to right.

• A line with negative slope (m < 0) falls from left to right.

• A line with zero slope (m = 0) is horizontal.
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• A line with undefined slope (when you try to calculate the slope, you
divide by zero) is vertical.

Example

Take the example we went over at the end of the lectures notes for
lecture 10, namely

2x − 3y = 6

and, given that its graph is a line, calculate the slope of the line and
indicate if it’s rising, falling, horizontal, or vertical.
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