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Introduction
This text will begin with a brief review of some precalculus material that

you are assumed to be comfortable with: quadratic polynomials, exponen-
tials, and logarithms, as a few examples. We’ll then see a brief introduction
to linear algebra in the plane. This is the study of vectors in the plane, of the
algebra relating to vectors, and of matrices, which are the most important
functions that are used to relate vectors to each other.

Linear algebra is not the primary interest of this course, so we’ll keep our
treatment of it brief, but it will be important for us to be comfortable with
some basic linear algebra in order to better study the topics that this course
is devoted to, namely, trigonometry, conics, and the complex numbers.

Trigonometry is the study of triangles. More precisely, it is the study of
the relationship between the lengths of the sides of a triangle and the interior
angles of a triangle.
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