
The solutions to the linearized system near u, v T = 0, 0 T   are close to the exact solutions for non-linear
deviations, so under the translation of coordinates u = x x  , v = y y  the phase portrait for the 
linearized system looks like the phase portrait for the non-linear system.

Theorem:  Let x , y  be an equilibrium point for a first order autonomous system of differential 
equations.  
(i)  If the linearized system of differential equations at x , y  has real eigendata, and either of an 
(asymptotically stable) nodal sink, an (unstable) nodal source, or an (unstable) saddle point, then the 
equilibrium solution for the non-linear system inherits the same stability and geometric properties as the 
linearized solutions.
(ii)  If the linearized system has complex eigendata, and if 0 , then the equilibrium solution for 
the non-linear system is also either an (unstable) spiral source or a (stable) spiral sink.  If the linearization 
yields a (stable) center, then further work is needed to deduce stability properties for the nonlinear system.



Fun examples of borderline cases where the linearization at the origin has purely imaginary eigenvalues, so
the origin is a stable center for the linearization but all three flavors for the three nonlinear systems:
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6.3  Ecological models, continued

Announcements: 
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There are many interesting two-species models.  In class and in one of your homework problems we've 
considered examples of the logistic competition model between two species:

x t = a1 x  b1 x2 c1x y   

y t  = a1 y b2 y2  c2 x y  

Here the constants a1, a2, b1, b2, c1, c2  are all positive.  It turns out that if the logistic inhibition, as 
measured by the product b1b2  is stronger than the competitive pressure as measured by c1c2 , i.e.

b1b2 c1c2
and if there is a first quadrant equilbrium solution x , y  then it is always asymptotically stable.  This is 
what happened in our class example

x t = 14 x 2 x2 x y  
y t = 16 y 2 y2 x y .

On the other hand, if

b1b2 c1c2

and if there is a first quadrant equilbrium solution x , y  then it is always unstable!  This is what 
happened in your homework problem

x t = 14 x .5 x2 x y 
y t  = 16 y  .5 y2 x y 

 pictures on next page...
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Another model is the classical predator prey model, for prey x t  and predator y t .  All constants are 
positive:

x t = a x  p x y = x a p y
y t = b y  q x y = y b q x  .

Exercise 1 
a)  Find the 4 equilibrium solutions

b)  The most interesting equilibrium solution is the one in the first quadrant, 

xE, yE = 
b
q

, 
a
p

 .

Show that the linearization at this equilibrium point always yields a stable center, which is the borderline 
case.  So, this equilibrium is indeterminant for the nonlinear system.  It turns out that for the nonlinear 
system, however, this first quadrant equilbrium solution is always a stable center.  You'll explore these 
ideas further in homework...
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Here's a particular example which shows how the predator-prey system has solutions which oscillate in 
time.  Such behavior can be observed in nature.  Depending on time we may do some computations related
to this example.

x t   = x  x y
y t  = y  x y
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